[Prevalence of HIV-1-infection in dialysis units in Spain and potential candidates for renal transplantation: results of a Spanish survey].
Patients with HIV infection and end-stage renal disease (ESRD) have improved their survival in the last few years. HIV infection is not considered a contradiction for renal transplantation, but little experience exists in renal transplantation in HIV infected individuals. There is no information about the prevalence of HIV infection in Spanish patients under renal replacement therapies (RRT). A survey was performed in Spanish dialysis units during 2004. The objective was to study the prevalence and characteristics of HIV infection in patients under RRT in Spain. We also aimed to know how many of them met the Spanish criteria to be included on the renal transplantation waiting list. HIV prevalence was 1.15% (95%CI 0.85-1.45) of 4,962 patients who were under RRT, mostly under hemodialysis and, less commonly, peritoneal dialysis. The most frequent risk factor for HIV infection was parenteral drug use (58%). The most common causes of ESRD were glomerulonephritis (44%). The median time under RRT was 46 months. Coinfections with hepatitis C (60%) and B (7%) were found. Thirty-four percent of patients had a history of aids-defining events. Eighty-six percent were under HAART. The median CD4 cell count was 333 cells/.l and the viral load was undetectable in 68%. Of 40 patients with a completed clinical questionnaire, 9 (22.5%) met the Spanish criteria for renal transplantation. HIV prevalence in patients under RRT in Spain is 1.15% (0.85%-1.45%) and 22.5% percent of these patients met the Spanish criteria to be included on a renal transplantation waiting list.